
UCC Outdoor Ministry – A Call to Congregations 

The Outdoor Ministry of the Southern California Nevada Conference of the UCC has 
undergone a major change in the past year. One of the main reasons for this change 
was the financial struggle Pilgrim Pine’s Camp and Conference Center faced. A 
breakthrough was reached when the management of the Camp was transferred to 
the non-profit camp administration company United Camps, Conference and 
Retreats (UCCR). 

This resulted in the Outdoor Ministry Team taking over the responsibility for all 
programming of summer camp. Given the shortage of funds, this task was done by 
volunteers. As part of the strategic planning over the last year, the Conference and 
the Outdoor Ministries Team recognized the great potential for renewed leadership 
and participation from the churches in the conference, sharing in this ministry as 
both leaders and participants. Outdoor Ministries continue to be an outstanding 
source of spiritual growth for all ages in our congregations, and Pilgrim Pines is 
(and has always been) a beautiful and treasured resource for this shared ministry.  

This exciting new chapter in the life of Pilgrim Pines and Outdoor Ministries 
brought with it a new energy and challenges, and many congregations are stepping 
up to the plate, and Glendale UCC was honored to participate in this ministry. The 
Church Council allowed me to volunteer for Week 1 as Pastor-at-Camp, and in week 
four we have two counselors (Jackie Rader and Breanna Pavone) and two campers 
(Amanda Ciccone and Brenden Lepe). We are committed to strengthening our 
relationship with Pilgrim Pines and the Outdoor Ministry Team, and next year hope 
to send many more campers and volunteers to summer camp.  

I truly experienced the wonder of “transforming lives together”. In some way, the 
camp song, “Circle of Friends” became the signature tune for Week 1, capturing 
what camp is all about. Here are the words to the first two verses of this beautiful 
song: 

Come and sit together in a circle of friends, 

Be at home, be at peace, be at rest.  

Come and sit together in a circle of friends,  

Sitting in a circle is best. 

Somewhere it is evening and the woods fill up with moonlight.  

The creatures make their music and the Word is on the wind.  

There’s a fire in the clearing and the voices you are hearing 

Are the singing of a circle of friends 

Chorus: Laugh (laugh) Cry (cry) Live (live) Die (die) 

Hello (hello) Good-bye (goodbye) 

And God makes us a circle, and God keeps us a circle,  

And may God keep us a circle of friends. 

May you all enjoy the great summer weather and rest well! 
Blessings, 
Rudolph 

First 

Congregational 

Church of Glendale, UCC 
2001 Canada Blvd. 

Glendale, CA 91028 

818.243.2100 

office@fccglendale.org 

www.fccglendale.org 

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

           THE TOWER           August 2012 

GET IN TOUCH! 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon:    11a.m. – 3p.m. 

Tue – Fri:   10a.m. – 4p.m. 

Office Manager: Jackie O’Sullivan 
 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
Office:   818-243-2100 

Rudolph’s cell:  818-317-4202 

 

E-mail: office@fccglendale.org 

 www.fccglendale.org  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

I am you, you are me 

We are one, don’t you see? 

One undivided body 

God in me, God in you, all 

in God! 
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thoughts from 

Rev. Rudolph van Graan 
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Advanced Leadership 

Training for Upcoming 

Farmers from 

Skuinsdrif and Groot-Marico. 

Leadership training sharpens farmers’ 
skills for taking the lead in their 
communities so that they are able to 
contribute more fully to the well-being 
of their people. The practical training 
taught them much about problem 
solving, perseverance, making the best 
choices, and the art of leadership 
through service. 

Dream Camp for Boys from  

Skuinsdrif and Koffiekraal 

In June, a group of  boys between 12 and 16 years attended 
the Dream Camp at Mukhajadi. The Camp aims to help the 
boys form a vision for life, understanding each step of their 
journey as vital for reaching their dream. They engage topics 
such as planning the path towards their dream, and how to 
make the best choices as they face challenges in their lives. 

HOMEBOY MURAL DEDICATION 

In 2009, seven young artists painted a beautiful 
mural sponsored by FCC and the City of Glendale. 
The mural is now installed at Homeboy 
Silkscreen! On Tuesday, July 31, Barbara and Noel 
Miner and Rudolph attended the dedication of 
this beautiful work of art, followed by lunch at the 
wonderful Homegirl Café. Want to know more? 
Check out 
http://www.homeboyindustries.org/ 
to plan your visit. 

NEWS FROM SOUTHERN CROSS MISSIONS 
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We are honored to update you on the work done by one of our Mission partners, Southern Cross Missions in Groot-Marico, South 

Africa. We received this short update on recent camps that were held from June 15-17, 2012. Learn more about this organization and 

these projects from their comprehensive and informative website at: http://www.southerncrossmissions.org/index.html. The two 

projects that were kick-started with our donations were the Dream Camps  and the Advanced Leadership camps. Again, thank you for 

your support.  



Glendale UCC MissionsGlendale UCC MissionsGlendale UCC MissionsGlendale UCC Missions    
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RSVP for the 

September 15 training! 
http://www.punchbowl.com/partypage/

dd0de23c0f8b139e 

RSVP for the 

October 20 training! 
http://www.punchbowl.com/partypage/

a0f5e2ad77c6b7f7 



Glendale UCC FellowshipGlendale UCC FellowshipGlendale UCC FellowshipGlendale UCC Fellowship    
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Be Part of the Planning! 

September is fast approaching, so to 
get a jump on the busy Fall season, 
Mary Ann Nation-Greenwall is 
coordinating the planning for the Fifty 
Days of Forgiveness which begin on 
September 9, and our Vendor Tea on 
September 22. Your ideas and energy 
are needed, so please contact Mary 
Ann at 
<maryann_nation2000@yahoo.com> 
to learn how you can be a part of 
these efforts. 

Whisperings… 
Whisperings Spiritual Discussion group began on July 1 with fascinating 
discussions about the nature of God, particle physics, synchronicity and more! 
Curious what all that means?? Join us; we never know what topics may arise. 
Our next meeting is next meeting Sunday, August 5, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m., in the 
Glen or the Chapel, depending on the weather. 

Intrigued? Please contact Rev. Dr. Barbara Miner. 

Fifty Days of Forgiveness 
The 50 Days of Forgiveness will begin with the Sunday service on September 
9, followed by a candlelight vigil on Tuesday, September 11. Last year, this 
vigil was well attended with many community members new to FCC 
participating. We had a time of meditation, chiming, and a candlelight 
gathering in the front garden, ending with a discussion of forgiveness. The 
event was poignant, peaceful, and thought-provoking, with many sharing 
their perspectives on the challenges and healing nature of forgiveness. Save 
the dates, and look for details in next month's Tower. 

Glendale UCC Upcoming Events 
 

September 8   Leadership Planning for 2013  
September 9   Start of 50 Days of  Forgiveness  
September 11  Candlelight Vigil  
September 15 Disaster Preparedness Training   
 (1 hour training for the 

community) 
September 16  Christian Education Kick Off  
September 22  Vendor Event “Join Us For Tea” 
September 23 Joint Worship at Griffith Park with 

West Hollywood, UCC and others. 
October 20  50 Days of Forgiveness  Gala  
October 20  Red Cross CPR and First Aid 

training (3 hour class $5 fee )  
TBD   Glendale Unity Fest  



WelWelWelWelcomcomcomcominginginging    to to to to ALLALLALLALL        
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As an Open and Affirming member church of the United Church of Christ, First Congregational Church of Glendale 

purposefully strives toward cultural diversity of all persons, with full inclusiveness of race, 

ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, expression of 

spirituality, and any other way of describing people. We embrace diversity in our members, 

our leaders, visitors, clergy, and staff. We embrace diversity in our polity, practice, and 

expression of spirituality. All are most welcome. 

Feeling Crafty? 

Dust Off Your 

Needles For GS29! 

 



News & NotesNews & NotesNews & NotesNews & Notes    

HAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAY    
 
Barbara Botfield   August 1 
Liz Dowd    August 4 
Susan Rosenberg   August 4 
Alyssa Rutledge   August 5 
Brandon Lepe   August 6 
Joel Rieke    August 6 
Jennifer Rader   August 7 
Cole Van Wagner   August 7 
Althea Knight   August 8 
Gerry Keeling   August 10 
Kris Rader/Miller   August 11 
John Greenwall   August 13 
Michael Baylis   August 15 
Dorie Beaumont   August 17 
Trudy Buchiarelli   August 18 
Timothy Young   August 20  
Heather Francis   August 21 
Breanna Pavone   August 26 

 
 
 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS  
 
 
 

COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 14 

7:00 pm  
 

TRUSTEES and DEACONS 

Tuesday, August 21 

7:00 pm 
 

OUTREACH 

Sunday, August 26 

after the service 
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Recruits Are STILL Needed For: 

• FCC Music Program seeking funding to create a harmonious music program by: 

• purchasing new or special music 

• compensating guest musicians or singers 
All musical notes (aka, money) should be directed to the church office. The crescendo is 
$500. 

• FCC Office seeking candle care-giver. Duties include maintenance of candle holders, candle 
stations and candles. Glowing personality preferred. All applicants need to apply at church 
office. 

• FCC Congregation seeking funding to supply the pulpit during times when “absence makes the heart grow 
fonder.” All offerings should be directed to the office. The pulpit will be filled at $450. 

Be a Part of Our Be a Part of Our Be a Part of Our Be a Part of Our 

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education    

AllAllAllAll----Star Team!Star Team!Star Team!Star Team! 

Join us on Sunday, September 16 for 
our CE Kick-Off. The morning starts 
with worship in the Glen, followed by 
games and ball park food for all! Kids 
of all ages are encouraged to wear the 
colors of their favorite team (jerseys, 
hats, etc). Want to come off the 
sidelines to lend a hand? 



UCC NEWSUCC NEWSUCC NEWSUCC NEWS    
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General Synod 29 coming to Long Beach! 

Join us Sunday, October 14 when we welcome members of the Local 
Arrangements Committee who will help us decide how we can be a part of this 

exciting gathering! 
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Women’s 

Spirituality Group  
 

Please join us on Friday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. in 
the library. Our new book 
is “The Yada Yada Prayer 
Group” by Neta Jackson. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Group Meditation 
 

Saturdays  10am-11am 
 

Need some quiet time? 

 

Begin your weekends 

peacefully.  Help cultivate 

spiritual discipline, 

presence and a quiet 

mind.  

 

All are welcome.  Guided 

meditations when 

requested. 

 

 
Yoga with Jeanette 

Mendia 

 

Saturdays 

11:15AM– 12:15PM  

 

Join us for an all-levels 

Anahata Hatha Yoga 

Session in the chapel.  

 

Donations are welcomed.  

 

Please bring your own 

mat and a bottle of water. 

 

CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE  
 

Our calendar is now available on the Web 
site, check it out.  

 

WWW.FCGLENDALE.ORG 

 

Whisperings: 

Conversations about 

Spirituality 
 

We gather in the Chapel on 
the first Sunday of every 
month from 4:30—6:00 p.m. 
For more information, please 
contact Barbara Miner. 

 “Ruach” (Hebrew for spirit) 
window by John Keegan 

NOTE: Yoga will not 

meet on  

August  4 or 18 

Spiritual PracticeSpiritual PracticeSpiritual PracticeSpiritual Practice    




