
Thoughts from Rudolph 
Congratulations to the United Church of Christ on our 55th Birthday!!  

Did you know that on “Tuesday, June 25,1957, at Cleveland, Ohio, the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 23 years old, 
passionate in its impulse to unity, committed to ‘liberty of conscience inherent in the Gospel,’ and the Congregational 
Christian Churches, 26 years old, a fellowship of biblical people under a mutual covenant for responsible freedom in 
Christ, joined together as the United Church of Christ. The new church embodied the essence of both parents, a 
complement of freedom with order, of the English and European Reformations with the American Awakenings, of 
separatism with 20th-century ecumenism, of presbyterian with congregational polities, of neo-orthodox with liberal 
theologies. Two million members joined hands.” 

The above paragraph is copied from the UCC website, www.ucc.org and we encourage our members to visit this site to 
learn about our Denomination and the many things that we can be proud of. Be on the lookout for the page on the many “firsts,” those 
aspects of social justice and progressive theological thinking that make the United Church of Christ unique in her witness and ministry.  

Congratulations to Ourselves with our new Open and Affirming status!!  

Many an LGBT person has discovered that once one comes out of the closet, there is no way one will go back in. This is also true in the life 
of a church. As a church, we cannot shy away from the fact that we have taken a public stance on accepting diversity in all aspects of our 
congregational life. Though this may be hard for some, as a church we cannot back peddle into the folds of isolation and oblivion. Olive 
Elaine Hinnant, in her Queer Homiletic “God Comes Out,” quotes Audre Lorde. “Writing of her morality in her essay ‘The Transformation 
of Silence into Language and Action,’ black feminist lesbian poet Audre Lorde says she regretted her silence most. ‘My silence had not 
protected me. Your silences will not protect you.’ She believed that culture had silenced women, blacks, and lesbians specifically, but that 
all people could be silenced for one reason or another. Being silent about your truth in life will not protect you, even though it may feel 
safer. Coming out and being true to one’s self—who one was created to be—energizes one’s work and brings more life to all those 
around you.” (Quoted by Olive Elaine Hinnant, in “God Comes Out,” Pilgrim Press, 2007). Congratulations to us for taking this bold step, 
opening ourselves to all people of God, expressing our faith in relevant and practical terms. Thank you to all who participated in our 
celebration service and cookout on Sunday June 24, 2012.  

The question for the future will be exactly “how” to express inclusivity in our ministries and activities. This may mean that you will see 
greater diversity among people who attend worship service and events. Some of these folks may have a church background, and others 
may have never seen the inside of a church; how will one know? So, let us refrain from quick assumptions as to who our visitors might be 
and not judge people, but instead offer every person a most friendly and sincere welcome. Much depends on “how” you speak to people 
about our church, whether you will be a genuine ambassador to the cause of inclusion. Too often have I become aware of negative 
comments made by our members about the church—it is not cool to do so!  

Our YYAM ministry has gone back to the drawing board and will resume the recruitment process. We will also start an ONA ministry, 
which may include the facilitation of a PFLAG chapter in this area and other social events for LGBT folks. Any positive participation in 
these ministries will be of great benefit to our church.  

I will be out of town for two weeks during July. The first few days of July will be spent with my soon-to-meet “blood relatives” in the USA, 
attending a family reunion of the Allwardt family in St. Louis, MO. My great grandmother was Frieda Allwardt from Lebanon, WI - oops, I 
may have some of my facts wrong, but trust me, after the reunion I may be more “American” than you would ever imagine! During the 
second week of July, I will act as Pastor @ Camp, for the summer camp program at Pilgrim Pines. I anticipate a steep learning curve in 
“new cultures of both family and youth matters” in July. Please think of me! Have a great summer! 

Blessings, Rudolph 
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           THE TOWER           July 2012 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
I am you, you are me 

We are one, don’t you see? 

One undivided body 

God in me, God in you, all in God! 

The same Spirit  

Dwelling in each of us 

As we worship here as One. 
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As an Open and Affirming member church of the United Church of Christ, First 

Congregational Church of Glendale purposefully strives toward cultural diversity of all 

persons, with full inclusiveness of race, ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, physical 

or mental ability, expression of spirituality, and any other way of describing people. We 

embrace diversity in our members, our leaders, visitors, clergy, and staff. We embrace 

diversity in our polity, practice, and expression of spirituality. All are most welcome. 

ONA Celebration, Sunday, June 24ONA Celebration, Sunday, June 24  
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Be Part of the Planning! 
September will be here before you know it, so to get a jump on the 
busy Fall season, Outreach has planned  a series of conversations for 
our September 22 Vendor Fair, and our annual series of 50 Days of 
Forgiveness events. Please join us every second Tuesday—beginning 
July 10, at 5:30 pm for Vendor Tea conversations, and every second 
Tuesday beginning July 17 to plan our 50 Days of Forgiveness 

observance. 

Please consider  supporting Outreach and your community by actively 

contributing to these efforts. 

Whisperings… 

...an opportunity to discuss possibilities. Angels ~ 
Channeling ~ Mysticism ~ The Collective Unconscious ~ 
Reincarnation ~ Gnosticism ~ Theology ~ Anything we 
find intriguing. As a discussion group, we consider 
spiritual aspects beyond, and including, the material 
world, and anything else we can imagine. We meet 4:30 
p.m. the first Sunday of each month, beginning July 1, 

in the chapel. Intrigued? Please contact Barbara Miner. 
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Utale School Fund 
In May, Noel and Barbara Miner visited their son, Dillon, at his Peace Corps site and village of Utale, Malawi. They carried to 
the PTA of the Utale Secondary School the final contributions donated by FCC of Glendale and associated community 
members for the purchase of school books in Junior and Senior level English Literature. The contributions were matched in 
part by the Utale Community Day Secondary School, and the Peace Corps helped administer the grant. Prior to the 
contributions, four classes totaling two-hundred students had about forty books between them, and it was difficult if not 
impossible for the students to complete reading assignments. 

We met with the PTA and finalized the donation with the headmaster, Mr. Beni. Mr. Beni and Dillon Miner traveled the long 
distance to the capital city of Lilongwe, an overnight journey, where they purchased all the English Literature books that 
were available. Dillon is making a return trip to Lilongwe on July 1 to make the final purchase of books. 

The contributions are paying for fifty books of four titles each, close to two-hundred books for the students. The titles of the 
books are: Unsung Song, Looking for a Rain God, Smouldering Charcoal, and Romeo and Juliet. 

In addition to the books purchased, contributions designated for uniforms will purchase twenty-two uniforms for students 
who could not attend school for lack of a $5 uniform. 

The PTA was deeply grateful for these gifts of books and uniforms for their students, and accepted the gift of contributions 
on behalf of the school (see photographs). A few days later, members of the PTA visited Barbara and Noel at Dillon’s home 
and gifted them with a lovely basket woven from local river reeds, and a locally made raku bowl full of locally grown pigeon 
peas. 

A huge thank you to FCC and community for your generous spirit. This contribution provided not only books and uniforms, 
but also created a larger global community of caring, loving folk touching hands and hearts in the U.S. and Malawi. 

Please see the next page for letters we received acknowledging our new friendship! 
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HAPPYHAPPYHAPPYHAPPY    

BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAYBIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY    
Celeste Lepe  July 3 
Lynell Sumners  July 6 
Barbara McMullan  July 15 
Selma Hovsepian  July 20 
Karl Ritchie  July 22 
Connie Lutz  July 24 
Julie Van Wagner  July 29 
Lois Svetich  July 31 

 

 
 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS  
 

OUTREACH 

Sunday, July 8 

after the service 
 

SEPTEMBER VENDOR TEA PLANNING 

Tuesday, July 10 & 24 

5:30 pm 
 

TRUSTEES and DEACONS 

Tuesday, July 10 

7:00 pm 
 

50 DAYS OF FORGIVENESS PLANNING 

Tuesday, July 17 & 31 

5:30 pm 
 

COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 17 

7:00 pm  
 

OUTREACH 

Sunday, July 29 

after the service 
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Recruits Are STILL Needed For: 

• FCC Music Program seeking funding to create a harmonious music program by: 

• purchasing new or special music 

• compensating guest musicians or singers 
All musical notes (aka, money) should be directed to the church office. The crescendo is $500. 

• FCC Office seeking candle care-giver. Duties include maintenance of candle holders, candle 
stations and candles. Glowing personality preferred. All applicants need to apply at church office. 

• FCC Congregation seeking funding to supply the pulpit during times when “absence makes the heart grow fonder.” 
All offerings should be directed to the office. The pulpit will be filled at $450. 

 

Welcome to Our 

New Members 

Joseph Rodriguez, Monroe Jones, Mary Rodriguez 
Laurel Pavone, Moderator 
Rudolph van Graan, Pastor 
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Annual Gathering: See What You Missed!!! 
 

In June, Barbara, Ernie, Rudolph, Joel, and Jackie Rader participated in Conference Annual Gathering. 
The worship and celebration included  a wide variety of creative and emerging styles, including Mariachi 
bands, a Samoan choir, liturgical dance, a singing bowl, film, and a troop from Hawaii that included a 
band, dancers, and choir (pictured). 

Besides leading workshops, Barbara and Joel also led an impromptu outdoor meditation group. Joel 
supplied music for the last worship service. 

Thanks to all who planned this spirit-filled gathering, including Rudolph who served on the Planning 
Committee. Please plan on attending next year—it is a wonderful way to connect with members of other 
UCC churches, and to feed your soul and ignite your religious imagination! 

Hawaiian choir and dancers 

perform during the Friday 

evening worship service. 

PROUDLY PRESENTING 

OUR NEW OPEN AND AFFIRMING MINISTRY! 
Welcome to our NEW ONA MINISTRY! We have already created a new tab on our website for ONA 

Ministry., and Jackie updated the website with relevant information. The ONA celebration slideshow is 

AWESOME—a real attention-getter and fun to watch —I hope you all check out our Website on a 

regular basis. 

I am inviting members and friends who are interested to come forward and participate in the planning of 

this new ministry. Of course, I have great ideas, but I would like us all to take ownership instead of me 

running this ministry all by myself! 

I envision the ministry including some of the following: 

• Showcasing our ONA status, e.g. with the new banner outside and presence in the sanctuary; 

• Ensuring that our website, bylaws, and other official documentation is LGBT inclusive; 

• Establishing contact with gay straight alliances at local high schools; 

• Establishing presence in the local LGBT press (advertisements etc.); 

• Forming a support group for LGBT folks in our area, and; 

• Possibly establishing a PFLAG chapter for Glendale. 

I will be out of town for the first two weeks of July, but soon after my return I will identify a date when those interested, 

church members, LGBT folks, friends and straight allies will gather for a first meeting. In mean time, put on your creative 

thinking caps so we can come up with direction and vision for our ONA Ministry . 
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Women’s Spirituality Group  
 

Please join us on Friday mornings at 
9:00 am in the library. We are 
reading “The Hotel on the Corner of 
Bitter and Sweet” by Jamie Ford, a 
moving story of family, war, 
memory, and loss. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Group Meditation 
 

Saturdays  10am-11am 
 

Need some quiet time? 

 

Begin your weekends 

peacefully.  Help cultivate 

spiritual discipline, 

presence and a quiet 

mind.  

 

All are welcome.  Guided 

meditations when 

requested. 

 

 
Yoga with Jeanette 

Mendia 

 

Saturdays 

11:15AM– 12:15PM  

 

Join us for an all-levels 

Anahata Hatha Yoga 

Session in the chapel.  

 

Donations are welcomed.  

 

Please bring your own 

mat and a bottle of water. 

 

CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE  
 

Our calendar is now available on the Web 
site, check it out.  

 

WWW.FCGLENDALE.ORG 

 

Whisperings: 

Conversations about 

Spirituality 
 

We gather in the Chapel 
on the first Sunday of 
every month from 4:30—
6:00 pm. For more 
information, please 
contact Barbara Miner. “Ruach” (Hebrew for spirit) 

window by John Keegan 

NOTE: Yoga will not 

meet on July 14 

Spiritual PracticeSpiritual PracticeSpiritual PracticeSpiritual Practice    




