First
Congregational
Church
of Glendale
UCC
2001 Canada Blvd
818-243-2100

May 2012
FCC Glendale is an
Open and Affirming
Congregation!

As an Open and Affirming member church of the United Church
of Christ, First Congregational Church of Glendale purposefully
strives toward cultural diversity of all persons, with full
inclusiveness of race, ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation,
physical or mental ability, expression of spirituality, and any
other way of describing people. We embrace diversity in our members, our leaders,
visitors, clergy, and staff. We embrace diversity in our polity, practice, and expression of
spirituality. All are most welcome.
It is with humble gratitude that I salute the members of our church for voting to accept
the Open and Affirming statement at the special congregational meeting on Sunday April
29, 2012. We are now officially an ONA church. This is a big deal as those of you who
journeyed with us will agree. Thank you to Barbara and Susan, who spearheaded the
process and put in the hard work of designing the process. Thank you to all who shared
something about their own faith journey either in worship or during conversations; thank
you to all who attended the conversations or worship services during the time of
discernment. It is exciting to be part of this vibrant community as it finds its own voice
and sails into uncharted waters. Together we will go forward, and with this huge “vote of
confidence” in the continuing ministry of this church we have a unique opportunity to
express what we truly mean when we say we are inclusive.

thoughts from
Rev. Rudolph van Graan

Everyone is Welcome!
I am you, you are me
We are one, don’t you see?
One undivided body
God in me, God in you, all in God!
The same Spirit
Dwelling in each of us
As we worship here as One

OFFICE HOURS
Mon:
Tue – Fri:

11am – 3pm
10am – 4pm

Office Manager: Jackie O’Sullivan
CHURCH NUMBERS
Office:
818-243-2100
Rudolph’s cell:
818-317-4202
E-mail:
office@fccglendale.org
www.fccglendale.org

Never again can we go backward; from now on it is only forward. This translates into
creating a greater sense of meaning during worship services; a greater presence in our
community; creating healthy partnerships with organizations, churches and individuals;
designing our ministries to pastor to our own members as well as reaching beyond our
membership, e.g. to the Youth and Young Adults of Glendale, members from the LGBTQ
community and others who are non-traditional seekers of spirituality. May we always be
reminded that we are called to serve one another, seeking love and justice for all.
Last month I had the wonderful opportunity to attend a “Leaders in Koinonia” event
<http://www.ucc.org/lcm/link/> at Church House in Cleveland, OH. This was a
somewhat random selection of pastors who came together for a three-day gathering to
encourage one another in our calling and ministry, to network and share about our
personal spiritual journey and journey with our congregations. I wish to thank the UCC
National Office for this unforgettable experience. I learned a lot and returned with new
vigor and vision.
It is my pleasure to welcome Jackie O’Sullivan as our new Office Manager. Jackie brings
with her a wealth of experience, which includes knowledge of computers and networks,
the experience of how churches and other non-profits operate, along with well-grounded
knowledge of Religious and Theological issues. Welcome Jackie! May I also thank Liz for
the many hours she put in to keeping our boat afloat!
On page 3 you may read the advertisement that we placed for the new Youth and Young
Adult Coordinator. If you know of any one that may be a good fit for this position, please
encourage them to apply. May I also request that you lift up this new ministry in your
prayers.
Somehow I get the feeling that we had a busy April. Maybe I am mistaken. Why not judge
for yourself?
Blessings,
Rudolph

Celebrate!
May 13th is Mothers Day!

We invite everyone to bring their mother or grandmother
to church and worship as family on this special day!

Welcome to Our New Office Manager!
The new voice on the end of the office phone is Jackie O’Sullivan. A native
of Massachusetts, Jackie comes to us with a background in non-profit
administration, technology, and a Master of Divinity from Episcopal
Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She lives in Sierra Madre
with her 7 year-old granddaughter Kasey and Emma Lou Catticus, an
opinionated silver tabby (although at her core, Jackie is a dog and horse
person!) She looks forward to getting to know and working with
everyone at FCC Glendale.
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Welcom
Welcoming
coming to ALL
Open and Affirming: Welcoming to All
On Sunday, April 29th, at a Special Meeting of the Congregation called by the Church Council, the
congregation voted to officially become an Open and Affirming church. This vote was the
culmination of a process begun in the summer of 2011 when the Church Council authorized an ONA
Task Force to look into the possibility of our church becoming Open and Affirming. The ONA Task
Force conducted a survey to assess member readiness to embark on such a journey, found very
strong interest in proceeding, and then put together a series of educational presentations and
discussions.
The statement presented to the congregation and approved by more than a two-thirds majority in a
written ballot is on the front page of The Tower. You may also find it on our Website.
FCC Glendale will be officially listed with the UCC as an ONA church, and we can promote our ONA
status in our marketing materials. Congratulations to all on this big step forward!
Please join us for a special Open and Affirming Celebration Worship Service on Sunday, June 24
followed by a luncheon in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!

We Are Hiring a Youth and Young Adult Coordinator
FCC Glendale, an Open and Affirming (ONA) UCC church, is looking for an energetic and motivated individual
to serve as Youth and Young Adult Coordinator. We understand our calling to reach out to our community
and provide a safe space for young people to explore and share their spirituality.
The ideal candidate is a creative individual with a passion for community and social justice. A self-starter
who is motivated to reach out to the community at large and will have the primary responsibility for the
development of the program.
This is a part-time position, 15 hours/week at $15/hour for 48 weeks/year. We imagine these hours to be
split between:
· after-school office hours
· outreach
· special community events
· attendance and involvement in Sunday services
· other flexible hours
Minimum requirements:
· high school diploma
· background check and finger printing
· TB clearance
· have an understanding of and genuine interest and commitment to youth
We welcome creative and innovative thinking. We currently offer community yoga, meditation, and open
mic nights. Future plans include movie nights and a community garden space. Please visit our website at
www.fccglendale.org for more information about our church.
Please submit cover letter, resume, and a minimum of three references to office@fccglendale.org. Closing
date Friday May 11, 2012.

3

FCC Fellowship
In partnership with
American Red Cross of Los Angeles

Dollar Hot Dog
Fest
Monday, May 28, 2012
Noon until 2:30pm
Our annual Memorial Day Hot Dog Fest has become a regular hit!
It’s a great opportunity to reach out to our community and enjoy
sunshine, food and fellowship. This year we are working with the
American Red Cross to make the festival more fun and successful
than ever.
The Outreach Committee has sent out email invitations through
Punchbowl and would appreciate your RSVP! Everyone is
encouraged to forward the invitation to family and friends as well- a
quick and easy way to spread the word! It will also help us plan in
purchasing food and supplies. Please contact Mary Ann NationGreenwall for more information or to help contribute in any way to
this fun and special yearly event.
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FCC Happenings
Covenant House Representatives Join
Us for Worship
On April 15 we were joined for worship by Sister
Margaret Farrell and Andree Morin as well as four
clients from the Covenant House in Hollywood. In the
spirit of sharing our true selves with our community,
former Covenant House client Denise shared her story
with the congregation and told us how she was able to
receive life-saving cancer treatment through the
Covenant House and eventually manage to move into
her own apartment and support herself. Andree shared
words of gratitude for the support that FCC Glendale has
given to the organization in the past year, expressing
how much it means that our members have been
actively involved in practical ways. We continue to
collect food donations weekly in the spirit of solidarity
and hope to explore new ways to partner with the
Covenant House in the future.

Fundraising 2012 @ FCC
The Church Council embarked on an active fundraising
campaign to help wipe out the current deficit budget. This
requires a lot of creativity. In this process we would like to act
responsibly and with vision to ensure the continued ministries
of our beloved Church. We will update the Congregation on a
regular basis, and suggest ways in which you may help and
participate in the fundraising efforts. Some goals may be easy to
reach; others will require some muscle power from us all. This
column will feature regularly in the Tower to update you on the
progress and conversation. Various individuals from our church
are spearheading these campaigns, and this is the place where
they may explain their part of the process.

A Painless Way to Give a Little More:
Donate Your Ralphs Rewards
FCC Glendale is in the process of registering as a nonprofit organization with Ralphs Stores. Once our registration is in place (which should be early the week
of March 7th), FCC Glendale members and friends can
donate the Ralphs rewards they earn to our church.
The amounts may be small—which is why you really
won't miss getting your own rewards—but they will
add up to the benefit of our church! It's very easy to
do. Watch for more once the registration is finalized!

• FCC Office Plants seeking Green Thumb to passionately care for them. Duties include
weekly watering and grooming with optional gentle music and soothing conversation.
All interested and caring applicants need to apply at church office.
• FCC Music Program seeking funding to create a harmonious music program by:
• purchasing new or special music
• compensating guest musicians or singers
All musical notes (aka, money) should be directed to the church office. The
crescendo is $500.
• FCC Office seeking candle care-giver. Duties include maintenance of candle holders,
candle stations and candles. Glowing personality preferred. All applicants need to
apply at church office.
• FCC Congregation seeking funding to supply the pulpit during times when “absence makes the heart grow
fonder.” All offerings should be directed to the office. The pulpit will be filled at $450.
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Upcoming Events
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
DAWN WALTER
NONA RANDOIS
JAMES DRUGAN
LINDA SCHULTZ
KARIL SCULLY
ALEX McMULLAN
HEATHER BLACKSTONE
ERWIN LUTZ
REV. LEWIS KNIGHT
JULIE VAN WAGNER
DONNA McCLELLAND
CHARLES SCOURBYS
RONALD CONOVER

May 1
May 3
May 5
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 10
May 15
May 17
May 17
May 22
May 26
May 31

UPCOMING
MEETINGS
ELDERS
Sunday, May 6
9:00 am
COUNCIL
Tuesday, May 8
7:00 pm
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday, May 13
TRUSTEES and DEACONS
Tuesday, May 15
7:00 pm
BOARD OF OUTREACH
Sunday, May 27
CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE

Glendale Healthy Kids Presents
A Taste of Glendale
Wednesday, May 9, 2012
5:30 - 8:30 pm
Live Entertainment ~ Over 40 restaurants
participating
Tickets: $30 per person, $15 children 12 &
under
Tickets are available at: www.
GlendaleHealthyKids.org
OR Glendale Chamber of Commerce, 701 N.
Brand, Suite 201 and Mailboxes Etc. (both
Glendale Stores)
If you would like to join fellow FCC members
to attend this event as a group, please
purchase your ticket and meet at 6:00 at
Mailboxes Etc. at 249 N. Brand Blvd (at
California Ave).
A fun way to share fellowship, try some great
local food and support one of our partner
organizations. All proceeds support Glendale
Healthy Kids which provides low income,
underinsured children with access to health
care services and offers preventative health
education to the community.
Also available: A TASTE OF WINE to benefit
Glendale Association for the Retarded (GAR).
Tickets $5, attendees must be 21 years old
and require a ticket for Taste of Glendale.
For more information please call (818) 5487931 or visit www.GlendaleHealthyKids.org

Our calendar is now available on the web site,
check it out.

WWW.FCCGLENDALE.ORG
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UCC NEWS

JOIN US FOR SUMMER CAMP 2012!!
Secrets of the Kingdom: The Parables of Jesus
Discover the stories that teach us about what it means to live in God’s realm and how we might learn
something for our lives today. At Pilgrim Pines, experience the joy and energy from campfires,
vespers, hikes,
fellowship, and fun! Make new friends, meet up with old friends, and enjoy the environment God
created.
Due to budget constraints, Pilgrim Pines will be staffing summer camp with volunteers only this year
and we could use your help & talents! Spend a week with some amazing campers and fellow
volunteers. To learn more, please visit pilgrimpinescamp.org or email Jackie Rader at Jackie.
Rader@gmail.com for more information.
Summer Camp 2012 Open House! If you haven’t been to camp before and would like to take a tour
and ask questions, join the staff on May 5 or June 2 from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. at Pilgrim Pines.

Annual Gathering of the Southern California Nevada
Conference of the UCC
June 8 and 9, 2012
Chapman University in Orange, CA.
The following workshops will be presented by our members Rev. Dr. Barbara Miner and Joel Rieke.
Achieving Presence: The Spirituality of De-Stressing—The Rev. Dr. Barbara Miner and Mr. Joel
Rieke—In the first of a two-part series on Achieving Presence, this workshop offers practical ways of
spiritual de-stressing. When your schedule is so busy that you can hardly breathe, how do you cope?
Rev. Dr. Barbara Miner will not only talk you through, but also walk you through six easy steps to
achieving a higher level of spirituality and consciousness. No matter how busy we get, we can each
learn to stay connected to a place of meditative spirit.
Achieving Presence: The Spirituality of Meditative Music—Mr. Joel Rieke and Rev. Dr. Barbara
Miner—In the second part of the series of Achieving Presence, we focus on bringing meditative spirit
into the worship setting. Through group participation we will explore and demonstrate creating
personal presence through song, sound and silence. We will also talk about the practicalities of
introducing these practices to your congregation and provide some easy starting points. If you join
this workshop, it is important that you are interested in sincerely allowing yourself and your
congregation to become comfortable exploring this aspect of your spiritual journey.
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Weekly Spiritual Practice
Women’s Spirituality Group
Please join us on Friday mornings at 9 am.
Together we hold discussions about our current reading.
Blue Like Jazz, by Donald Miller
A book about non-religious thoughts on Christian spirituality.
The movie “Blue Like Jazz” opens in theatres April 13, 2012.
For more information, visit bluelikejazzthemovie.com

Choir Rehearsals
Wed 7:15pm

Come help us lead in worship and enjoy yourself
in the process!
Family Dinners

All ages and voices welcome.

Come join in communion with our church family
each Wednesday at 6pm ($7 suggested donation)

Saturdays
11:15AM– 12:15PM

Group Meditation

Join us for an all-levels
Anahata Hatha Yoga
Session in the chapel.

Saturdays 10am-11am

Donations are welcomed.

Need some quiet time?

Please bring your own
mat and a bottle of water.

Begin your weekends
peacefully. Help cultivate
spiritual discipline,
presence and a quiet
mind.

Yoga with Jeanette
Mendia

All are welcome. Guided
meditations when
requested.
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