
Community 

With the lazy summer months nearly behind us, the energy of the new 

season at our church is becoming apparent. You will notice the calendar for 

September and October filled with many special events. Please save these 

dates, and show your support by helping with and attending. The complete 

calendar can be found online and elsewhere in the Tower, as well as in the 

Sunday bulletin. 

That brings me to the question about community. Who are we as a 

community, and what are the features or characteristics of our community? 

Is our community only the gathered worship celebration on a Sunday 

morning, or do we also include the smaller group meetings during the 

week? To some it may be obvious that all our activities form an extension of 

our sense of community, however it is only by a renewed commitment to the 

community that we will be able to keep our church doors open. 

I found a recent blog where the future of the National Cathedral in 

Washington DC was discussed. The National Cathedral will never “go away” 

but like any other church is faced with the same universal challenges. The 

National Cathedral sees a three-tier survival strategy: “it must develop a 

clear, missional identity; it must project that identity outward and invite 

people into it; and it must take seriously the needs and concerns of those 

who come toward us and adapt to the new life and energy they bring”. At 

FCC Glendale we are doing exactly that.  

One of the ways of expanding our community is via the Internet. We might 

want to increase our use of the Internet more to our advantage. Current 

examples include the electronic invitations to church functions and our 

weekly updated website. We also increased our presence on Facebook and 

invite all our members to join the FCC page and post on this page, just like 

you would post on your own or a friend’s wall. As a first for me, I started a 

blog. I never thought this would become a reality, but I am surprised to see 

how many times the page has been opened by viewers from around the 

world.  

These new efforts of attracting traffic to our website, Facebook, e-invites 

and blogs may result in people from outside the church showing up; some 

may show up virtually. Will we be willing, friendly and open to accept those 

“who come toward us” and will we “adapt to the new life and energy they 

bring?” We are living in exciting times and together we can secure a future 

for our church and faith community.  
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GET IN TOUCH! 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon:    11a.m. – 3p.m. 

Tue – Fri:   10a.m. – 4p.m. 

Office Manager: Jackie O’Sullivan 
 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
Office:   818-243-2100 

Rudolph’s cell:  818-317-4202 

 

E-mail: office@fccglendale.org 

 www.fccglendale.org  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

I am you, you are me 

We are one, don’t you see? 

One undivided body 

God in me, God in you, all 

in God! 

 

September 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thoughts from 

Rev. Rudolph van Graan 
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RSVP for the 

September 15 training! 
http://www.punchbowl.com/partypage/

dd0de23c0f8b139e 

RSVP for the 

October 20 training! 
http://www.punchbowl.com/partypage/

a0f5e2ad77c6b7f7 

Fifty Days of Forgiveness 

The 50 Days of Forgiveness will begin with the Sunday service on September 
9, followed by a candlelight vigil on Tuesday, September 11. Last year, this 
vigil was well attended with many community members new to FCC 
participating. We had a time of meditation, chiming, and a candlelight 
gathering in the front garden, ending with a discussion of forgiveness. The 
event was poignant, peaceful, and thought-provoking, with many sharing their 
perspectives on the challenges and healing nature of forgiveness.  



Glendale UCC FellowshipGlendale UCC FellowshipGlendale UCC FellowshipGlendale UCC Fellowship    

5 

Glendale UCC Upcoming Events 
September 2  Whisperings  
September 8  Leadership Planning for 2013  
September 9  Start of 50 Days of  Forgiveness  
September 11 Candlelight Vigil  
September 15 Disaster Preparedness Training   
                     (1 hour training for the community) 
September 16 Christian Education Kick Off  
September 22 Vendor Event “Join Us For Tea” 
September 23 Joint Worship at Griffith Park with  
                     West Hollywood, UCC and others 
September 25 New Horizons 
September 30 Outreach Committee, after the Service 
October 6 Womens’ Fellowship Luncheon 
October 20 50 Days of Forgiveness  Gala  
October 20  Red Cross CPR and First Aid training 
 (3 hour class $5 fee )  
TBD Glendale Unity Fest  

IT’S TIME FOR CHOIR!! 
All current and potential choir members: There will be a brief check-in meeting after service on 
Sunday, September 16. Due to the Griffith Park service, our first returning Sunday will be Septem-
ber 30. We look forward to an exciting year of new songs and re-visiting those we already know. If 
you are interested in joining and have questions, please speak to Joel. We welcome anyone looking 
to contribute their voice and enjoy themselves!  

HAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAY    
 

Carol Jean Grosz             September 1 
Lillie Kraut              September 1 
Jan Drugan              September 2 
Janice Newman             September 7 
Diana Rutledge             September 7 
Mary Ann Nation-Greenwall  September 11 
Christopher Lepe             September 12 
Tobias Randois             September 12 
Alvard van Graan             September 18 
Violet Parks              September 20 
Michael Randois             September 21 
Doris Ritchie              September 22 
Art Rutledge              September 23 
Barbara Miner             September 27 
Marjorie Rader             September 29 
Henrietta Borth             September 30 
Stan Smith              September 30 

Be a Part of Our Be a Part of Our Be a Part of Our Be a Part of Our     

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education    

AllAllAllAll----Star Team!Star Team!Star Team!Star Team! 

Join us on Sunday, September 16 for our CE 

Kick-Off. The morning starts with worship in 

the Glen, followed by games and ball park 

food for all! Kids of all ages are encouraged to 

wear the colors of their favorite team 

(jerseys, hats, etc). Want to come off the 

sidelines to lend a hand? 

Contact “Coach” Susie Robinson at 

<marilyn_robinson@hotmail.com> 

Women's Fellowship  

Luncheon Meeting  
 

Join us Saturday, October 6, at 11:30 am.   
Bring a baby picture or grade school picture of 
yourself: don’t put your name on the front!.  We 
are going to try to see if we can pick you out of 
the "line-up". We will also play the game  
"Getting to Know You". Think of one true fact 
about you or an unusual and your experience, 
and 2 false “facts.” We will try to pick out the 
true one.  We will also have a planning session. 

 
All women of the church are welcome. 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Hope to see you there! 



WelWelWelWelcomcomcomcominginginging    to to to to ALLALLALLALL        
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As an Open and Affirming member church of the United Church of Christ, First Congregational Church of Glendale 

purposefully strives toward cultural diversity of all persons, with full inclusiveness of race, 

ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, expression of 

spirituality, and any other way of describing people. We embrace diversity in our members, 

our leaders, visitors, clergy, and staff. We embrace diversity in our polity, practice, and 

expression of spirituality. All are most welcome. 

Feeling Crafty? 

Dust Off Your 

Needles For GS29! 
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General Synod 29 coming to Long Beach! 

Join us Sunday, October 14 when we welcome members of the Local 
Arrangements Committee who will help us decide how we can be a part of this 

exciting gathering! 
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Women’s 

Spirituality Group  
 

Please join us on Friday 

mornings at 9:00 a.m. in 

the library. Our new book 

is “Finding Fish: A 

Memoir,” by Antwone Q. 

Fisher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Group Meditation 
 

Saturdays  10am-11am 
 

Need some quiet time? 

 

Begin your weekends 

peacefully.  Help cultivate 

spiritual discipline, 

presence and a quiet 

mind.  

 

All are welcome.  Guided 

meditations when 

requested. 

 

 
Yoga with Jeanette 

Mendia 

 

Saturdays 

11:15AM– 12:15PM  

 

Join us for an all-levels 

Anahata Hatha Yoga 

Session in the chapel.  

 

Donations are welcomed.  

 

Please bring your own 

mat and a bottle of water. 

 

CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE  
 

Our calendar is now available on the Web 

site, check it out.  

 

WWW.FCGLENDALE.ORG 

 

Whisperings: 

Conversations about 

Spirituality 
 

We gather in the Chapel on 

the first Sunday of every 

month from 4:30—6:00 p.m. 

For more information, 

please contact Barbara 

Miner. “Ruach” (Hebrew for spirit) 

window by John Keegan 

Spiritual PracticeSpiritual PracticeSpiritual PracticeSpiritual Practice    

New Horizons 
 

A place for members, friends and anyone 

else who wishes, to engage in meaningful 

conversations on current religious and 

ethical topics. We gather at 7:00 p.m. on 

the last Tuesday of every month. 




